Unit 7.1 


Trimester’2 


01 


Objectives 


give your impressions of 
setting, character and mood 
at the start of a story 


discuss and agree on a 
view about a character’s 
actions 


04 


consider the use of 
imagery in creating an 
effective setting 


write a diary entry from a 
character’s point of view 


Warm Up 


Watch the following video and answer the 
following question orally with your teacher. 


https://youtu.be/Q-TQQE1y68c?si=N_aMJlsvZDBVhDOV 


In fiction, characters often make important decisions that affect what happens 
later in the story. In pairs, make a list of stories where characters make crucial 
decision. What effect do these decisions have on the rest of the story? 


OT 


Language Support 


Onè of the language features of diary entries is the use of past tense 
verbs. For example, many verbs in the past tense can be identified by the 
—ed suffix (walked, talked, played, listened). 

However, irregular verbs in the past tense do not end in —ed: 

throw — threw, know — knew, drink — drank, swim — swam, catch — caught. 


throw threw have/has/had/was thrown 
know knew have/has/had/was known 
drink drank have/has/had/was drunk 
& 
swim swam have/has/had/was swum 


catch caught have/has/had/was caught Ey 


~ + + .’worker on a rubber farm. 


Extract 1 


Read the opening of this story by 
Ovo Adagha. ‘The Plantation’ 

: lt is set in a small village in Nigeria 
ʻe and tells the story of Namidi, a 


, ‘The Plantation’ 


The plantation grew from the moist underbelly of the swamps. That place where greenery 
blocked away the sun and surrounded everything in sight; just as it surrounded Namidi that 
morning as he moved about to inspect his trees and traps. It was the harmattan season; 
the parching land breeze charged at him from the rubber trees and made the hairs on his 
skin bristle. 

This place was an emblem of life to him — the high-pitched whistle of the birds; the cold 
drizzle of early morning dew; the rubber trees that glistened with sap. The plantation 
seemed to glow with a curious mysteriousness which followed him about as he moved 
abstractedly, slashing at the banners of plant-leaves that heaved across his path, his face 
a picture of dark brooding. 

There followed a small moment of prickling silence, when it seemed as if the murmur of 
the plantation was suspended in a state of waiting. Namidi’s nostrils picked up an odd, 
sickly smell that set his stomach on edge as he moved about; and with it floated an alien, 
trickling sound. He paused in mid-stride and cocked his ears at the trees. He stood still for 


a long time, listening, watching and sniffing, until, perhaps touched by an uncertain impulse, ` ; : 


he looked behind a thicket a few feet away. e © 


ve https://wordwall.net/resource/67940270 


Vocabulary 


Match the words with their definitions 


(Online Game) 
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Words 


. Harmattan 

. Abstractedly 

. Brooding 

. Cocked his ears 
. Thicket 

. Plantation 

. Inspect 

. Parching 

. Charge at 


. Bristle 

. Emblem 

. Drizzle 

. Glisten 

. Sap 

. Slashing 

. Heave 

. Prickling 

. Suspended 
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Definitions 


a) 

) 

) a dense group of bushes or trees 

) something that represents a perfect example or a principle 
) 


g) the liquid in a plant or tree that carries food to all its parts 

h) a large area of land, especially in a hot country, where crops such as coffee, 
sugar, rubber, etc. are grown. 

i) lost in thought 

j) light fine rain 

k) turned his head to listen 

I) dry 

m) unpleasant 

n) to make a long cut with a sharp object, especially in a violent way 

o) to officially stop something for a time; to prevent something from being active, 
used, etc. for a time. 

p) to stand up on the back and neck 

q) to shine 

r) to rise up and down with strong, regular movements 


1. Harmattan: a dry wind that blows over west Africa from the desert Mi, 

2. Abstractedly: lost in thought eo ` 

3. Brooding: deep in thought, possibly sad or angry i é 

4. Cocked his ears: turned his head to listen '. D 

5. Thicket: a dense group of bushes or trees e o, ° 
6. Plantation: a large area of land, especially in a hot country, where crops such as 


coffee, sugar, rubber, etc. are grown. 
7. Inspect: to look closely and examine 
8. Parching: dry 
9. Charge at: to rush forward and attack somebody/something. 
10. Bristle: to stand up on the back and neck 
11. Emblem: something that represents a perfect example or a principle 
12. Drizzle: light fine rain 
13. Glisten: to shine 
14. Sap: the liquid in a plant or tree that carries food to all its parts 
15. Slashing: to make a long cut with a sharp object, especially in a violent way 
16. Heave: to rise up and down with strong, regular movements 
17. Prickling: unpleasant 
8. Suspended: to officially stop something for a time; to prevent something from 
OE active, used, etc. for a time. 


` 


Use the following words in sentences of your own (compound or complex) 
. Harmattan 

. Abstractedly 

. Brooding 

. Cocked his ears 
. Thicket 

. Plantation 

. Inspect 

. Parching 

. Charge at 
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Assignment 


. Bristle 

. Emblem 

. Drizzle 

. Glisten 

. Sap 

. Slashing 

. Heave 

. Prickling 

. Suspended 


Due next session 


Make notes on: 

a) your impression of the plantation as described 
in paragraph 1 

b) your impression of Namidi based on the 
information in paragraph 2 

c) how the writer creates tension in paragraph 3. 


Activity 1 (Answers) C 


Make notes on: 
a) your impression of the plantation as described in paragraph 1 


e It sounds like a challenging environment with moist underbelly of the swamps and 
greenery that blocked the sun. 

e The harmattan season sounds challenging too, as though nature makes his life 
more difficult: the parching land breeze charged at him. 

e moist underbelly sounds unpleasant 

e hairs on his skin bristle gives a sign of foreboding in the text 


b) your impression of Namidi based on the information in paragraph 2 


e He works hard in challenging conditions. . 
e He is a mysterious character: his face a picture of dark brooding. o Aine 
e the text shows Namidi’s affinity to nature since This place was an emblem of lifeto ° 
him. ° 2 


e slashing at the banners sounds like Namidi is frustrated or angry. ear 


Activity 1 (Answers) 


Make notes on: 
c) how the writer creates tension in paragraph 3. 


e The plantation was suspended in a state of waiting builds tension and mystery. 
e There are strange sounds: the murmur of the plantation; an alien trickling 
sound. 

e There are strange smells: an odd sickly smell. 

e Namidi’s reaction creates tension: set his stomach on edge; paused; cocked 
his ears; stood still; listening, watching and sniffing. 


Activity 2 


The writer combines language techniques to give 
nature unusual qualities in this extract. In pairs, make 
notes on how the writer describes the breeze and the 

plantation, identifying examples of: 
e aural, visual and tactile images 
e personification. 


"oe Activity 2 (Answers) 


Imagery: language that engages or appeals to our senses of sight, hearing, taste, touch or 
smell. Examples of Aural, visual and tactile images: 

e screeching wheels 

e bitter drink 

e gleaming skin 

e grew from the moist underbelly of the swamps 

e greenery blocked away the sun 

e made the hairs on his skin bristle 

e cold drizzle of the early morning dew 

e rubber trees that glistened with sap 

e the plantation seemed to glow 

e slashing at the banners of plantleaves 

e prickling silence ° 
e an alien trickling sound e 
e cocked his ears 

e watching and sniffing 

e touched by an uncertain impulse 


Activity 2 (Answers) 


Personification: language that describes a thing, an idea or an animal as 
having human qualities 
For example: 


e the cruel wind 

e the kind sun 

e a punishing task 

e the parching land breeze charged at him from the rubber trees 

e acurious mysteriousness which followed him about 

e the murmur of the plantation was suspended in a state of waiting 


Activity 3 


Write a paragraph explaining the overall impact of the 

techniques you explored in Activity 2. 

e What impression of the natural world does the 
writer create? 

e Use quotations to support your points. 


Now read the next part of the story. 
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Extract 2 


Vocabulary 


Before Reading 


Rubber gourd: a kind of pot used to . 
collect rubber from the rubber trees ae 


greenery 


{i 


If the trees had started talking to him he would not have been more surprised. A stream of 
fluid burst forth from the ground and splashed all around. It flowed across the greenery, 
which seemed to shrink away. He watched as a puddle of fluid gathered around him and 
washed across the plantation. He realized it was petrol. 

Once, many years ago, some men from the city in khaki uniforms had come to the village 
with long pipes and heavy trucks. They had dug across the village grounds, through the 
plantation and the nearby forests. A pipe must have broken, was the first thought that came 
to Namidi; he must ask the village head to do something about it. 

But such noble thoughts soon evaporated as he turned the matter over in his mind. Yes, it 
was Surely petrol, but of what benefit would this be to him? There was an opportunity here, 
if only the meddling of the villagers would let him. Then a small grin lit up his face. Yes, he 
knew what to do. 

He filled the rubber gourd with some petrol and then started towards the village. When he > 
emerged from the plantation the early morning sun was rising confidently in the skies. He ° 
walked on, scarcely responding to the greetings of the village women going to their farms. 
He, who usually lingered over greetings, now wished the women would all disappear and ion 
leave him alone. >. 


Activity 4 


At this point in the story, Namidi is faced with a 
choice — to report the leaking petrol or to keep his 
discovery a secret. Readers will react in different 
ways to the decision he makes. 

In groups, discuss these three views, exploring the 
points you agree and disagree with. As a group, 
decide which of the three views you agree with mos 


| can understand Namidi’s 
decision. He probably doesn't 
have much money and when 
he finds the petrol, it seems 


like good luck. He’s not 


| think he makes the wrong 
decision. He should have 
shared his discovery with the 
rest of the village. It might 
have made all of their lives 
richer and easier. 


stealing from anyone and it 
might make his life better. 


Namidi acts selfishly. 

Namidi is greedy and foolish. 
He is just interested in 
himself. The petrol spilling 
from the pipe could ruin the 
plantation. It could also be 
very dangerous and might 
harm the other villagers. 


d e 
é Me 
B e y . 
Speaking tip: 


When trying to reach 
decisions as a group, 
express your own 
ideas clearly and listen 
to everybody’s 
contribution carefully. 
Discuss any ideas you 
agree or disagree with 
respectfully before 
making your decision. 
If you cannot all agree, 
take a vote to decide. 


| can understand Namidi’s 
decision. He probably doesn't 
have much money and when 
he finds the petrol, it seems 
like good luck. He’s not 
stealing from anyone and it 
might make his life better. 


e View 1: Namidi is poor so his 
choice is a good one as it might 
improve his situation. 


AN Geox 


e View 2: Namidi acts selfishly because he ° ° ° 


wants to keep any benefits from the petrol © 
away from the other villagers. =e 
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| think he makes the wrong 
decision. He should have 
shared his discovery with 
the rest of the village. It 
might have made all of their 
lives richer and easier. 


Namidi acts selfishly. 

Namidi is greedy and foolish. 
He is just interested in 
himself. The petrol spilling 
from the pipe could ruin the 
plantation. It could also be 


very dangerous and might 
harm the other villagers. e View 3: Namidi ignores the dangers 


of the petrol and acts greedily and 
foolishly. 


Activity 5 


Imagine you are Namidi. Write a diary entry defending your 

decision. Try to make your explanation convincing. 

You should explain: 

e how you discovered the petrol 

e why you kept your discovery secret. 

Take care with your spelling, using any strategies you know in 

order to spell words accurately. 
Writing tip: 
When writing from a character’s point of view, 
start by imagining their personality — are they 
happy, secretive, defensive? Try to ‘get inside 
their mind’ before you start so that you give 
them a convincing voice in your writing. 
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Wrap Up Activity 


- , ‘Read the following diary extract and 


then list the language features 


20 April 2020 

| went to the local park for a walk and 
felt upset that | couldn’t be with my 
friends today. In the park there were 
beautiful things to see and hear — birds 
singing, children playing, tree-blossom 
drifting in the wind. | felt grateful to 
have a park nearby. 


e a focus on the private thoughts and 
feelings of the writer 

e use of first-person pronouns (/, my, 
me) 

e verbs in the past tense (went, felt, 
were) 

e statements rather than commands, 
questions or exclamations 

e use of dashes (-) or ellipses (... ) 
indicating a pause in thought while 
writing. 


Feedback i 


Use hand signals to show your level of understanding. 


. oF 


e 
o 
(d 
ee ; Understood Unsure and needs Does not understand the 
© N the concept more information or concept and needs further 
e° ° e ° clarification explanation 
e e R © 
e e 
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Now You Are 
Ready! 


Don't forget to answer the exercises in the 
workbook pages 89 & 90. 


Due next session 


